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WHAT IS SMALL GROUP MINISTRY?

There is a bit of a buzz in the parish about small group ministry,
often also called fellowship groups or covenant groups, and the
possibility of such an endeavor beginning here.

Let me tell you what I know about this model for spiritual develop-
ment and church growth, and suggest why I think it is something
worthwhile for King’s Chapel to consider.

Generally speaking, churches with a small group ministry program
have several groups of  8-10 people that meet at least monthly.
Groups meet in homes or at church, usually for 90 minutes. Follow-
ing a structured format, the groups encourage reflection, honest
sharing, and respectful listening to each other’s thoughts and ex-
periences.  Over time, people get to know one another in ways they
cannot at social hours or committee meetings or at worship. People’s
spiritual lives deepen, and their sense of connection to each other
and to the church grows. It is a great way for new members to get to
know others in the church, and it is also a way for hard-working lay
leaders to get something back, to have a chance to just be a member
of the group, entitled to be supported and nourished.

Four members of King’s Chapel attended a full day training on small
groups in January, sponsored by the Mass Bay District of the UUA.
These four - Lee, Ruth, Carolyn, and Cynthia - are open to ques-
tions from you about the training and the model’s applicability to
King’s Chapel. They later met with Joanne Giannino, Assistant
Minister, Sylvia, Senior Warden, and me in February to discuss
possible next steps. The result of that discussion is an opportunity
for anyone interested in learning more about fellowship groups (as
we thought they are best called at KC) to come to an introductory
session after church on April 13, from 1:00 p.m.to 3:00 p.m. at the
Parish House. Here, a brief description of the model will be pre-
sented, with handouts, and you will have a chance to participate in
a fellowship group.  A light lunch will be offered at 12:30 p.m.

Small groups are an investment of time for members and ministers
both. A decision to go forward should be thought through. Earl
Holt supports the congregation exploring this endeavor. And ex-
ploring is what those of you who come on April 13th will be doing,
exploring for yourself and thinking with others if this is something
that makes sense for King’s Chapel at this time. Please let me or
Joanne Giannino know if you can join us on April 13th.
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Tuesday Recitals

Tuesday Recitals at King’s Chapel present a va-
riety of programs, featuring local and visiting
musicians. Admission is by suggested donation
of $3; the donations are given to the performers.
Programs begin at 12:15 p.m. and last approxi-
mately 35 minutes. For more information, please
call 617/227-2155 or visit www.kings-chapel.org.

APR.  1 Amaryllis Chamber Ensemble
Flute & String Quartets by
Haydn, Quantz

APR.  8 Sumie Kaneko & HiroHonshuku
New Music for Flute &
Tradtional Japanese Instruments

APR.  15 Kristi Vrooman, soprano
Heinrich Christensen, organ
Works by Burgett, Ramsay,
Pinkham

APR.  22 Lee Ridgway, organ
Works by Bach & Distler

APR.  29 Sette Monti - soprano & lutes
Songs from 17th century Italy

Sundays in April

King’s Chapel is at the corner of School & Tremont
Streets in downtown Boston. Sunday services begin
at 11 a.m. and last for approximately one hour.

APR. 6 Holy Communion
The Rev. Joanne Giannino,
Assistant Minister, will preach.
Eric Hausman co-officiating
The lessons are Isaiah 43:1-12
and Luke 24:13-35.

7:00 p.m. Vespers at the Little Chapel.

APR. 13 Morning Prayer
The Rev. Pamela Barz will
preach.
The Rev. Patricia Brennan co-
officiating
The lessons are Nehemiah 9:6-15
and John 10:1-10.

APR. 20 Morning Prayer
Annual Meeting Hearing
William “Rusty” Park will
preach.  The Rev. Patricia
Brennan co-officiating
The lessons are Deuteronomy
6:20-15 and John 14:1-14.

APR. 27 Morning Prayer
Annual Meeting
The Rev. Patricia Brennan will
preach.  Eric Hausman co-
officiating
The lessons are Isaiah 41:17-20
and John 14:15-21.

April 2008

      April
      Flowers

The communion table flowers are
given in memory and thanksgiving.

Wednesday Services

Midweek Prayer services begin at 12:15 p.m.
and last approximately 35 minutes.

APR.  2 Midweek Prayer
The Rev. Jeremy  Melvin will
preach.

APR.  9 Midweek Prayer
The Rev. Patricia Brennan will
preach.

APR.  16 Holy Communion
The Rev. Joanne Giannino,
Assistant Minister, will preach.

APR.  23 Midweek Prayer
Darrick Jackson will preach.

APR.  30 Midweek Prayer
Dean Denniston will preach.

Early Service
Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Little Chapel at the
Parish House, 64 Beacon Street

APR.  6 The Rev. Patricia Brennan will
preach.

APR.  13 Pet Blessing
The Rev. Joanne Giannino,
Assistant Minister, will preach.

APR.  20 All Church Sunday

APR.  27 Eric Hausman will preach.
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GUEST PREACHERS FOR APRIL
The Sabbatical Committee is pleased to
announce the following distinguished
Sunday preachers for April:

April 13 -  The Rev. Pamela Barz is a mem-
ber of King’s Chapel and serves as Chap-
lain at Wellesley College.

April 20 - William “Rusty” Park is a mem-
ber and former Senior Warden of King’s
Chapel. He is a lawyer, professor, and in-
ternational mediator.
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from THE ASSISTANT
MINISTER OF INTEREST

BOOK READING AT KC:
Sundays in America
Suzanne Strempek Shea has written a book
about her “year long road trip in search of
Christian faith,” during which she visited
a different church every Sunday all over
the country for a year.  One of those
churches was King’s Chapel; she visited
during Advent and explains a little history
of the church and the liturgy.  But the treat
is that she recounts her conversation with
Elsie Herrmann.  Enough of a teaser?
Suzanne will read from her book, which will
be available for sale and signing, on April
10 at 6:30 p.m. at the church.

SHARE YOUR TREASURE!
At the Partner Church Auction April 6
Are you intrigued by:

• Hiking in the beautiful Fells Reservation, led by an AMC leader who is also
a KC member?

• A sailing lesson on the Charles River?
• Acquiring a one-of-a-kind quilt with a King’s Chapel motif?
• KC Sunday School attendance pins from many years ago?
• Tickets to the fabulous Institute of Contemporary Art? — Or to the Museum of

Fine Arts?
• A tour by an experienced KC guide of the mansion of royal Governor Shirley,

the first worshipper to use the Governor’s Pew at King’s Chapel?
• Being guided through the North Bennett Street School by its Director?

These are just a few of the items and activities that will be offered for spirited bidding on
April 6th at the Parish House after Morning Prayer.  Join us for a walk-around lunch to allow
for conversation and circulation among the Silent Auction items, followed by a “live”
auction led by Kathe German and Peter Coccoluto, who will keep things moving!
When you attend on April 6, let yourself be impressed by the diversity of interests and
talents in King’s Chapel, bid actively, have some fun with your fellow church members,
and, quite possibly, come away with a “bargain” — or at least a good time.  All proceeds
from this event will go directly to the Attic Project, a long-overdue renovation of our
partner church’s Parish House in Kolozsvar, Transylvania.
To make a donation , please contact Vicky.  Your generous support will be greatly
appreciated.

THE 40TH WALK

Whether you’ve been “Walking for Hun-
ger” since 1969 or haven’t ever participated
in this unique event, this is the year to step
out as a walker or step up with a pledge, to
support the Historic 40th Walk for Hunger
on Sunday, May 4.  What was begun four
decades ago by a few Boston religious or-
ganizations as a novel way to raise funds
to alleviate hunger in our community has
grown to become a major source of sup-
port for our underfed and underserved
neighbors.  King’s Chapel walkers and
pledgers have participated for many years
in this worthy and festive event, which pro-
vides an exceptional opportunity for folks
of all ages to play a part.  So plan now to
help make history with your walking shoes
and/or your checkbook.  Watch for post-
ers and brochures at church and at the Par-
ish House.  For more info, call Betsy or Pe-
ter.

OF INTEREST: Annual Spring Lecture
sponsored by Unitarian Universalist His-
torical Society on Friday, April 11at 7:30
p.m. at First Parish of Cambridge,
“From Consensus to Conflict to Contact: A
Reappraisal of the Early History of Ameri-
can Unitarianism” by J.D. Bowers, Assis-
tant Professor of History at Northern Illi-
nois University, on his book: Joseph
Priestley and English Unitarianism in
America.

(Continued on page 5)

       Well, it is my first year at King’s Chapel,
and April 27 will be my first Annual Meet-
ing with you all. Who else will be partici-
pating for the first time?
     King’s Chapel is a unique place. “Uni-
tarian in theology, anglican in liturgy, and,
congregational in polity.” That means, like
the other 1,000 or so member congregations
of the Unitarian Universalist Association,
that we are self-supporting and self-gov-
erning. When I was first a member of my
home Unitarian Universalist church, I was
excited about participating in a democrati-
cally run congregation. We, the members,
decide everything! After a while, I felt the
responsibility of that privilege. We, the
members, must show up and talk about and
vote and compromise and work together
for the good of the entire congregation. At
one point, I felt as if it would be easier to
return to a denomination where the deci-
sions were made for me. That urge only
lasted a moment, though.
       It is a privilege and an honor, and yes, a
responsibility as a member of a congrega-
tion that is self-governing and self-support-
ing to participate in the decision-making
conversations and meetings of the congre-
gation. It is exciting and spiritually stretch-
ing. We can agree. We can covenant about
how we will be with one another when we
disagree. We learn and grow together.
      This is the magic of congregational pol-
ity and congregational life: growth in the
spirit made manifest in our relationships
with one another in the congregation and
then spilling over into all our relationships
where we work and live.
    Come to the Annual Meeting Hearing,
Sunday April 20 after Morning Prayer at
the Parish House, the week before the An-
nual Meeting. Enjoy lunch with fellow mem-
bers, hear reports from committees, espe-
cially from the Restoration Committee, and
the Finance Committee, ask questions, and
make comments on the things that matter.
There will be plenty of time for those at-
tending Morning Prayer to get to the Par-
ish House.  Childcare will be provided.
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� ANNUAL  APPEAL COMMITTEE
TIME TO PLEDGE FOR 2009!  ♥
     Warm thanks to all who have submit-
ted pledges for the 2009 Annual Appeal.
We have been blessed by many wonder-
ful pledges, including some generous in-
creases over the previous year. If you
haven’t already sent in your pledge, we
ask that you do so as soon as possible…
if we have your pledge card in hand by
April 15, we can promise to avoid inter-
rupting your dinner with a reminder call.
     Please consider the things you value
most about King’s Chapel, and pledge ac-
cordingly.  Joyful giving is a deeply re-
warding spiritual practice: “Where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
—Matt. 6:21.
     The Annual Appeal Committee would
greatly appreciate volunteers to make fol-
low-up calls at our Telethon on the eve-
nings of April 15 and/or 23. Please contact
Amy if you are able to help with calling, or
if you have questions or comments about
the Annual Appeal.

   —Amy, Annual Appeal Chair

� CHANCEL COMMITTEE
MANY,  MANY  THANKS to all those
who pitched in to help get King’s Chapel
ready for Easter ! The decorating crew did
a wonderful job bringing all the evidence
of spring into our worship space on the
Saturday before Easter, and their help was
appreciated by one and all. Happy Easter
season everyone!

— Neela and Louise
Chancel Committee Co-Chairs

� HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
Thanks to our March Social Hour hosts!
Hosted by Fay and Miguel, the Social
Hour on March 2nd celebrated our Minis-
ter Emeritus Carl Scovel’s 50th year of or-
dained ministry with sparkling refreshment
and a festive cake.  The vestibule, where
the Rev. Scovel greeted members and visi-
tors countless times in his 32 years of min-
istry at King’s Chapel, provided a warm
and familiar space for this blessed occa-
sion.

COMMITTEE UPDATES & EVENTS

King’s Chapel is grateful to all the hospital-
ity volunteers who welcome and serve our
members and visitors — your contribution
is an important element in building our be-
loved community. Thank you from the Hos-
pitality Committee to Carol, Dean, Patricia,
Betsy, Medb, and Clifford, who, in addition
to Fay and Miguel, stepped up to host so-
cial hours Morning Prayer on Sundays dur-
ing March.

DON’T MISS THE PRE-ANNUAL MEET-
ING DISCUSSION APRIL 20
A sandwich lunch at the Parish House is
planned for the April 20th discussion, one
week prior to the King’s Chapel Annual
meeting on April 27th.  So that we can
quickly clear the tables and prepare for a
timely start for the annual reports and com-
ments, helpers are needed to serve, set up,
and tidy up.  To volunteer, please contact
Barbara.  Plan now to attend and participate
in this important annual event.

—Vicky and Barbara, Hospitality Co-
Chairs

� MUSIC COMMITTEE
CHORAL EXTRAVAGANZA!
The Concert series ends its 50th Anniver-
sary Season with a program of music star-
ring our superb choir on Sunday, April 13.
The choral works to be performed have be-
come modern American classics. And in the
spirit of celebrating the life and work of
Daniel Pinkham, the program highlights
composers who influenced Dan’s own com-
positions, as well as Dan, himself. The mu-
sic includes Leonard Bernstein’s “Chicester
Psalms”: Aaron Copland’s “In the Begin-
ning”; Samuel Barber’s “Agnus Dei”; and
Pinkham’s “The Creation of the World.”
     The choir is joined by Heather Holland,
mezzo-soprano; Richard Conrad, who sang
under Dan for many years, narrator; Ross
Wood, organ; Barbara Poeschl-Edrich, harp;
and James Benoit, percussion.
        This concert will be popular so get there
early to find a good seat! Doors open at
4:30. Donation at the door: $12 ($8 for se-
niors and students).

� MEMERSHIP COMMITTEE
CAKE AND CELEBRATION!

Reminder that King’s Chapel’s birthday
party will be JUNE 15.  CAKE is always
part of this event!

�  PARTNER CHURCH COMMITTEE
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PARTNER
CHURCH MINISTER
Dear Members of King’s Chapel,
Greetings from the First Unitarian Church
of Kolozsvar!
     In January we analyzed our last year’s
activities, and I tried to visit the older mem-
bers of our congregation.  We also had a
beautiful performance about the religious
poetry of the 20th century Hungarian poets,
which interested many of our members.
     Our church confronts economic prob-
lems [with Unitarian church lands national-
ized in 1948 and partially returned in recent
years].  Because of title investigations and
the bureaucracy, everything moves slowly!
       We will hold our Annual Report on the
last Sunday of March.  One of the topics
will be the Attic Project [which King’s Chapel
is helping to sponsor].  We assigned a plan-
ning office for this project and I hope City
Hall will give us the authorization.  For this
we have to present a petition and a plan.
In April and May I will visit, together with
our dean minister, twenty-nine Unitarian
congregations, and I have to write the re-
ports.
     We are looking forward to seeing our
summer guests [the King’s Chapel Habitat
work group on Sunday, July 6th].  …We will
have our confirmation ceremony [and] this
is a longer service, because our confirmands
are asked from the catechism and they re-
ceive for the first time Communion.  I hope
this will not be boring for our guests!
       I am sending my regards and may God
bless your Easter celebration.

Our best wishes,
Rev. Balint Benczedi, Ferenc
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SABBATICAL  NEWS VESTRY VIEWS

       The ’09 Budget for the operations of
our church was presented to Vestry for com-
ment at the last meeting. Judy, Chair of Fis-
cal Affairs, presided over what she charac-
terized as a “non-event,” especially since
Vestry voted unanimously to recommend
passage of the budget to the Society.
Through responsible counterpoise of de-
sires and resources, the budget is both bal-
anced and a reflection of the wishes of our
various constituencies.  As always, not ev-
eryone got all they requested, but Vestry
felt the allocations were appropriate.
       Fiscal Affairs is responsible directly to
the Society, not through Vestry, to propose
the annual budget. Thanks to Steve’s re-
markable reorganizing of our financial data
into logical areas and to his presenting it
over the year in ways that are understand-
able, and to Bill and the Trustees’ working
together since last spring, Vestry has been
able to request a transparent, coordinated,
balanced set of financial appropriations.
Fiscal Affairs has been provided both good
underlying data and clear desires expressed
through the separate committees and with
Vestry agreement.
       Tricia Brennan, at her roughly half-way
point as Sabbatical Minister, reported that
things are going well and that she is pleased
at the welcome she is receiving.  She men-
tioned the picture which a Trustee has given
to the Helen Keller Foundation, and which
has received wide media coverage.  She also
reported that Suzanne Shea, author of Sun-
days in America, will be at King’s Chapel
on April 10th for a book reading and sign-
ing.  There is a section about King’s Chapel
in the book.
     The tidying up and cleaning of the
church, and now, particularly the  basement,
an effort initiated by Beth and the Parish
Council with Ollie of B&G providing remark-
able assistance, is progressing well. Pre-
liminary efforts are already producing great
results.
       There are envelope issues (our walls
are leaking) at 63/64, and also on the South
Wall of the church. Vestry approved unani-
mously B&G’s requested appropriation and
contract to point both walls, following the

 SABBATICAL STOCK-TAKING
More than twenty stalwarts stayed after
Morning Prayer and coffee hour on March
9 to be part of a lively conversation as-
sessing our sabbatical experience at its mid-
point.  The “report card” we came up with
included high marks for Sabbatical Minis-
ter Tricia Brennan and Assistant Minister
Joanne Giannino, and plus-marks for the
many other elements of continuity in our
worship and other church activities.  Also
praised was the high quality of preaching,
both from Tricia and Joanne, as well as our
distinguished guest preachers.  But the best
grade we could muster concerning Sunday
attendance was an “incomplete,” noting
that turnout is disappointingly below last
year’s numbers.  What to do?  An immedi-
ate, direct step agreed upon is for each of
us to reach out to an absent member or
two, to tell them they are missed, and to
urge them to join us for the weekly “feast”
that is prepared each Sunday at King’s
Chapel for all of us.  Beyond that, we were
encouraged by the energy and spirit of this
informal feedback session to envision more
such gatherings, small group conversa-
tions or “listening circles.”  All in all, a pro-
ductive event, suggesting that the state of
our sabbatical is, on balance, quite good.
                 For the Sabbatical Committee,

Peter

Continued on page 6.

Sunday, March 2 was a special day at
King’s Chapel.  Carl Scovel, our Minister
Emeritus, preached to a large crowd of ap-
preciative parishioners.  After the service,
in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of
Carl’s ordination, hospitality chairs, Vicky
and Barbara, served sinfully delicious cake,
and Fay and Miguel served Mimosas.  An
announcement was made that in commemo-
ration of Carl’s thirty-two years as minister
of King’s Chapel, we will be commission-
ing a marble plaque, text yet to be decided,
which will be placed in the Church vesti-
bule opposite the one in memory of Charles
Forman.  Everybody seemed pleased.

MINISTERIAL
OFFERINGS

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY
Pamela, Kings Chapel member, former mem-
ber of the choir, and voice teacher, is offer-
ing a free voice class for KC members who
are lectors and readers at worship. The
class will be on May 18th, from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. in the Little Chapel. Pam has
taught voice at Harvard Divinity School
and has helped many public speakers “find
their voice.” There will be opportunity for
all participants to practice and handouts to
take home.  Please email Tricia Brennan  to
indicate your interest; a maximum of twelve
people can be accommodated.

RECEPTION FOR CARL SCOVEL

Vicky ready to
serve cake at
Carl Scovel’s

reception.

(Assistant Minister’s Column Continued )

— Joanne

     Come to the Annual Meeting, Sunday
April 27 at 12:30 p.m. in the Church. There
will be plenty of time for those attending
Early Service and Church School at the Par-
ish House to get to the Church.  Childcare
provided.
      I like that there is a week in between
hearing reports,and making conversation,
and voting; and that we meet at both loca-
tions. In our shared spiritual spaces, we do
our shared spiritual work. May the spirit
guide us. Everyone come!
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� THE CHURCH SCHOOL

RALI'S WEAVER'S INSTALLATION
On Sunday, March 2, our former Assistant Minister was formally
installed as the Minister of the First Church and Parish in Dedham,
Massachusetts. Those of us who were able to attend found the
service very moving. It was a joy to be present for this solemn
occasion, to hear Earl Holt give the Prayer of Installation, and
sense the bonds that have  formed between Rali and her congre-
gation. Blessings to you, Rali, we give thanks for your ministry
here, and send best wishes to you and your new parish.

(Vestry Views, cont’d)
procedures recently adopted in which Wardens and Vestry effec-
tively exercise their oversight role.
            The Renovation Master Plan task force is in the final stages
of putting forward the specific recommendations which the Soci-
ety asked them to make in time for this year’s Annual Meeting. A
first outline was presented informally to the Vestry, which with-
held formal comment until the final recommendation for actions,
budgets and timing is available. Members of the Vestry felt, how-
ever, that the task force was headed in a good direction. Fund-
raising, of course, remains the challenge.

— Todd, Junior Warden

APRIL DATES TO REMEMBER....
April 13 - Pet Blessing:  Bring your pet or a picture of your pet for the annual pet blessing. Please keep in mind that
you will need to make arrangements for your pet during the Church School hour following the service.
April 20 - No Church School or Early Service.  All families are welcome at Morning Prayer.  A tour of King’s Chapel
will follow the service.
April 27 - Parents as Resident Theologians (10:45-12:15) FINAL CLASS.  All are encouraged to attend!
May 4 - WALK FOR HUNGER.  Get out your shoes and start training NOW!!!

Be well, Jan

UU kids say church is about people.
Church is where you make friends.
Church is where you think about giving.
Church is where we learn to cooperate with different people.
Church is people, family, snacks, and happiness.
Church is a place where no one is a stranger.
Church is a place where people come to worship, to listen to sermons, and to learn about God.

These wonderful words were taken from children in UU congregations from around the country, some as close as Milton
and Arlington and some as far away as California and Washington state. I hope your children feel the same warm senti-
ments when thinking and talking about KC. With less than two months to go until the end of our Church School year, I
hope we can look back on the year with fondness,warmth, and satisfaction. I know I do!

ICE SKATING AT THE FROG POND IN BOSTON
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Ashley Hall, February Artist-in-
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE SOCIETY OF KING’S CHAPEL

The Annual Meeting of the Society of King’s Chapel will
be held in the Church on Sunday, April 27 at 12:30 p.m.
The purposes of the Annual Meeting are to hear reports
from the Minister, Treasurer, Trustees, and Wardens, and
to elect officers, new members of the Vestry, Parish Coun-
cil, chairs of standing committees, and the Nominating
Committee for 2008-2009.  The Chair of the Fiscal Affairs
Committee will present the proposed budget for Fiscal
Year 2009, and the Society will be asked to approve it.
Refreshments will be served to encourage us in our delib-
erations.  A quorum (50 members) is required for the votes;
we hope that everyone will attend.

HEARING PRIOR TO THE
ANNUAL MEETING

An important informational hearing will be held at the
Parish House on Sunday, April 20 following Morning
Prayer.  A light luncheon will be served.  This meeting will
give members an opportunity to hear reports from the
committees, to ask questions, and make comments on
matters that will come before the Society at the Annual
Meeting.  Materials will be sent to all members prior to
April 20th.

PET  BLESSING
April 13

(see page 6)

HOW CAN YOU GET...
• A sailing lesson on the Charles River?
• A one-of-a-kind quilt with King’s Chapel shield?
• KC Sunday School attendance pins from years ago?

(See page 3)

THE 40TH WALK, MAY 4
(see page 3)

BOOK SIGNING, April 10
(see page 3)

CHORAL EXTRAVAGANZA!
The Concert series ends its 50th Anniversary Season
with a program of music starring our superb choir on

Sunday, April 13.
(see page 4)

The Rev. Earl K. Holt III, Minister
The Rev. Patricia Brennan, Sabbatical Minister
The Rev. Joanne Giannino, Assistant Minister
The Rev. Carl R. Scovel, Minister Emeritus
Heinrich Christensen, Director of Music
Jan Lundberg, Church School Director
Lucy Sewall, Parish Administrator


